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all militaries, and the use of high visibility paint 
to prevent collisions. Additionally, Mr. Witten 
made major revisions to the standard design 
specifications for naval aircraft to increase 
safety and reliability and to reduce mainte-
nance man-hours. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Witten’s lifetime of 
achievement and service deserves recogni-
tion. I know the members of the House will 
join me in thanking Mr. Witten for over 60 
years of service to the military and to our local 
area. I rise now to congratulate him on this 
tremendous record of achievement.
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Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, 
Sgt. 1st Class Christopher R. Willoughby of 
Phenix City, Alabama, died this past Sunday 
in Baghdad. Sgt. Willoughby was a member of 
the Army’s 221st Military Intelligence Battalion 
based at Fort Gillem, Georgia, and was killed 
when the vehicle he was riding in rolled over. 
He is survived by his wife Jeanine and his two 
sons, Blake, 9, and Collin 16 months. 

Chris Willoughby always wanted to serve 
his country, Mr. Speaker. An Auburn Univer-
sity graduate, Willoughby had just begun a 
promising new career in accounting when his 
National Guard unit was called to active duty. 
Like every other soldier, he dutifully left behind 
his young family to serve our country over-
seas. 

Words cannot express the sense of sadness 
we have for his family, and for the gratitude 
our country feels for his service. Sgt. 
Willoughby died serving not just the United 
States, but the entire cause of liberty, on a 
noble mission to help spread the cause of 
freedom in Iraq and liberate an oppressed 
people from tyrannical rule. 

We will forever hold him closely in our 
hearts, and remember his sacrifice and that of 
his family as a remembrance of his bravery 
and willingness to serve. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for the House’s re-
membrance on this day.
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Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
the life of a dedicated public servant, Daniel 
Villanueva Hernandez. Mr. Hernandez’s unex-
pected passing on June 6, 2003 ended a life 
committed to his community, social justice, 
and most importantly, his family. The Bay 
Area has indeed lost an extremely great law-
yer, who advocated for the rights of the less 
fortunate. His work and legacy will continue 
through the many lives he touched. 

Born in 1944 to Ignacio and Maria Her-
nandez in Texas, Daniel traveled with his fam-
ily across the Southwest as migrant farm 
workers. Every summer, his family would trav-

el to Santa Clara County to pick prunes. From 
his experience as a migrant worker, he 
learned the values of hard work, determina-
tion, and the importance of education. 

It was his father who made certain all nine 
children, including Daniel, graduated from high 
school. Daniel exceeded his father’s dreams 
by attending San Jose State University, where 
his activism flourished, and he became a fiery 
leader. Daniel’s goal during his life was to en-
sure others had access to the same opportuni-
ties he enjoyed. 

At San Jose State University, Daniel started 
the organization called Student Initiative. As 
the leader of this organization of Latino stu-
dents, Daniel became a leading voice for the 
rights of minorities. At this time in history, our 
country was engaged in the Vietnam War. 
Many of his friends were being drafted into the 
combat, and it was clear to Daniel that the un-
derprivileged were not given equal treatment. 
Daniel did not stand on the sidelines. With 
passion and conviction, he organized students 
and led demonstrations against the war. 

Knowing the importance of education, Dan-
iel worked on enabling more Mexican Amer-
ican students to attend college. Through his 
creation of another organization, the Mexican 
American Student Confederation, he brought 
200 students into the college system in one 
year alone. 

Emboldened with the desire to make a dif-
ference, Daniel brought together students from 
different campuses across California to fight 
against discriminatory practices. He spoke out 
on the issues of poverty, civil rights, and af-
fordable housing, and on many occasions, he 
civilly disobeyed laws that were unjust to 
Mexican Americans and the less fortunate. 

Daniel reached out beyond the college cam-
pus, in order to work with United People 
Arriba. Through the organization, he helped 
bring a medical clinic and 193 affordable 
housing units to the predominantly Latino East 
Side of San Jose. 

It was through the encouragement of his 
wife, Jessie Serna, that he decided to pursue 
a career in law. He had the ability and the 
heart to truly make a difference. He attended 
and earned his law degree from Golden Gate 
University. 

During the 22 years he practiced law, Mr. 
Hernandez would represent the poorest peo-
ple, and would take on the most difficult of 
cases. To him no case was hopeless. Know-
ing that a person was imprisoned falsely was 
a matter Mr. Hernandez could not accept. He 
made certain his clients were equally rep-
resented before the court of law. 

In addition to decades of service fighting to 
protect the rights of the less fortunate, Daniel 
dedicated countless hours to the Mexican 
American community through his services as a 
community activist and mentor. He was, for 
example, an effective advocate for the Pro 
Bono Project. The Pro Bono Project allowed 
future lawyers to contribute their services to 
the poor in need of legal services. Mr. Her-
nandez was a mentor to many future attorneys 
through his service with the Pro Bono Project. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to mourn the loss 
of a friend. I have had many opportunities to 
meet with Mr. Hernandez, and what amazed 
me most about him was his dedication and 
determination to help others. The passion and 
love he had for public service will be missed 
by all of us. The Bay Area was fortunate to 
have Mr. Hernandez as an activist, family 

man, and friend. I am personally fortunate to 
represent a district that Mr. Hernandez 
touched with his courageous works.
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Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, 
American Founder Benjamin Rush once said, 
‘‘The only foundation for a useful education in 
a republic is to be laid in religion. Without this 
there can be no virtue, and without virtue 
there can be no liberty . . .’’ 

Listener-supported KFLR has been edu-
cating and communicating the gospel of Jesus 
Christ to listeners throughout Arizona for 25 
years. The commitment of Family Life Radio 
to communicating the message of Christianity 
through the spoken word and through music 
has been unwavering. Each day KFLR strikes 
a chord of hope in many listening hearts that 
will continue to resonate throughout eternity. 

I could never count the moments listening to 
KFLR that have dispelled discouragement and 
lifted my own heart. Family Life Radio truly is 
a family in Arizona, and I have been pro-
foundly blessed to be part it. 

Congratulations, KFLR, on your silver anni-
versary. May you continue to shine for another 
25 years in such a way that ‘‘all may see your 
good works and glorify your Father in heav-
en.’’
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Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of House Resolution 323, hon-
oring the goals and ideals of National Marina 
Day. 

In every State in the country, marinas pro-
vide millions of Americans the opportunity to 
enjoy our greatest national treasure, our wa-
ters. 

Marinas today are working with their com-
munities to increase knowledge of the impor-
tance of our rivers, lakes, and oceans in our 
communities, and to provide opportunities for 
people from all areas and walks of life to ex-
perience our waterways firsthand. 

The Marina Operators Association of Amer-
ica has designated August 9, 2003 as National 
Marina Day, and is using this opportunity to 
encourage Americans to learn more about 
their waterways and how they can be enjoyed 
safely while protecting the environment. 

Across the country, marinas employ more 
than 140,000 people at more than 12,000 lo-
cations. 

Marinas are often at the center of efforts to 
convert underused waterfronts into exciting 
cultural, recreational, and commercial areas 
that highlight the potential of a community. 

National Marina Day exists to highlight 
these contributions, encourage community 

VerDate Jan 31 2003 04:22 Jul 27, 2003 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00071 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A25JY8.135 E25PT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-22T07:47:25-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




